
 

United International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research 

ISSN: 3048-6726   (UIJMR) Impact Factor: 6.934 (SJIF) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal 

www.uijmr.in   Vol-3, Special Issue-II ,2026 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

8    Two-Day International Seminar “Dimensions of Indian Knowledge System (INDIKS–

2026)” by Pithapur Rajah’s Government College (A), Kakinada,AP 

Reimagining Philosophy and Religion through Indian Knowledge 

Systems (Epistemology, Ethics, and Civilizational Consciousness) 

 

Prof. (Dr.) Ganta Satyanarayana 

Area Chair (General Management), School of Business 

Aditya University, India, Formerly Professor of Law, Damodaram Sanjivayya 

National Law University, Nyaya Prstha, Visakhapatnam 

 

 

Abstract 

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) constitute one of the most enduring and 

comprehensive intellectual traditions in human history, integrating philosophy, 

religion, ethics, and social governance into a unified epistemic framework. Unlike 

modern compartmentalized knowledge paradigms, Indian philosophical and religious 

traditions advance a holistic worldview that harmonizes metaphysical inquiry, moral 

responsibility, and lived experience. This paper critically examines the 

epistemological foundations and ethical frameworks of Indian Knowledge Systems 

as articulated in Vedic, Upaniṣadic, classical philosophical, and heterodox religious 

traditions. It explores core concepts such as Dharma, Ṛta, Karma, Mokṣa, and 

Ahimsā, and evaluates their relevance to contemporary concerns including ethical 

governance, human rights, sustainability, and global moral discourse. The study 

argues that Indian Knowledge Systems offer a robust civilizational model of 

philosophy and religion capable of enriching global epistemology and addressing the 

ethical crises of modernity. 

 

 

Keywords: Indian Knowledge Systems, Indian Philosophy, Religion, Dharma, 

Ethics, Epistemology, Sustainability 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Indian civilization represents a continuous and reflective engagement with 

fundamental questions of existence, knowledge, morality, and social order. The 

philosophical and religious traditions that emerged in India are not merely speculative 

systems but comprehensive frameworks designed to guide individual conduct and 

collective life. Collectively described today as Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), 
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these traditions reflect a civilizational commitment to truth (Satya), order (Ṛta), duty 

(Dharma), and liberation (Mokṣa) [1], [2]. 

In recent decades, global scholarship has increasingly questioned the dominance of 

Eurocentric epistemologies and called for the recognition of indigenous and non-

Western knowledge systems. Within this context, Indian Knowledge Systems have 

gained renewed relevance, particularly for their integrative approach to philosophy, 

religion, ethics, and governance [6], [12]. This paper revisits IKS through an 

interdisciplinary lens and situates it within contemporary global debates on ethics, 

sustainability, and human well-being. 

2. Epistemological Foundations of Indian Knowledge Systems 

2.1 Pluralistic Epistemology and Pramāṇas 

Indian philosophy recognizes a pluralistic epistemology grounded in multiple 

Pramāṇas (means of valid knowledge). These include Pratyakṣa (perception), 

Anumāna (inference), Śabda (authoritative testimony), Upamāna (comparison), and 

Arthāpatti (postulation). This epistemic plurality reflects an openness to diverse 

modes of knowing, combining empirical observation with rational analysis and 

scriptural insight [3], [4]. 

Unlike rigid positivist traditions, Indian epistemology acknowledges both sensory 

and transcendental dimensions of knowledge, thereby bridging reason and intuition. 

2.2 Knowledge as Transformative Wisdom 

In IKS, knowledge (Jñāna) is not value-neutral information but transformative 

wisdom aimed at self-realization and social harmony. Philosophy and religion are 

inseparable, as metaphysical inquiry is inherently linked to ethical conduct and 

spiritual growth [2], [5]. 

3. Philosophical Traditions within Indian Knowledge Systems 

3.1 Vedic and Upaniṣadic Thought 

The Vedas and Upaniṣads form the foundational philosophical corpus of Indian 

civilization. Central ideas such as Brahman (ultimate reality) and Ātman (individual 

self) establish a metaphysical unity underlying apparent diversity. The Upaniṣadic 

proclamation “Tat Tvam Asi” (That Thou Art) encapsulates the non-dualistic vision 

of existence [1], [2]. 

This ontological unity has profound ethical implications, fostering compassion, 

tolerance, and reverence for all forms of life. 

3.2 Classical Schools of Philosophy 

Indian philosophy evolved through sustained dialogue among orthodox (Āstika) and 

heterodox (Nāstika) schools. Vedānta emphasizes liberation through knowledge; 

Sāṃkhya articulates a rational cosmology; Yoga provides practical disciplines for 

http://www.uijmr.in/
mailto:uijmreditor@gmail.com%20%20Vol-2,Issue-2(Jan-Mar),2024


 

United International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research 

ISSN: 3048-6726   (UIJMR) Impact Factor: 6.934 (SJIF) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal 

www.uijmr.in   Vol-3, Special Issue-II ,2026 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

10    Two-Day International Seminar “Dimensions of Indian Knowledge System (INDIKS–

2026)” by Pithapur Rajah’s Government College (A), Kakinada,AP 

mental and ethical refinement; Nyāya and Vaiśeṣika contribute rigorous logic and 

metaphysics [3], [4]. 

These schools collectively enrich IKS by integrating metaphysics, epistemology, 

ethics, and praxis. 

4. Religion, Ethics, and Moral Order 

4.1 Dharma as a Civilizational Principle 

Dharma occupies a central position in Indian religious thought, transcending narrow 

legal or moral definitions. It signifies cosmic order, social responsibility, and ethical 

duty, guiding individuals and institutions alike [7]. 

Unlike rights-centric moral frameworks, Dharma emphasizes duties, balance, and 

harmony, offering an alternative ethical paradigm for contemporary societies. 

4.2 Buddhism and Jainism 

Buddhism and Jainism significantly contribute to Indian ethical thought. Buddhist 

philosophy emphasizes Karunā (compassion), Prajñā (wisdom), and the Middle 

Path, while Jainism elevates Ahimsā (non-violence) as the supreme ethical value [8]. 

These traditions influence global discourses on peace, environmental ethics, and 

human dignity. 

5. Indian Knowledge Systems and Social Governance 

Ancient Indian texts such as the Arthaśāstra articulate sophisticated theories of 

governance rooted in ethical leadership, accountability, and public welfare. The ruler 

was conceived as a trustee rather than an absolute sovereign [9]. 

This governance philosophy aligns with modern concepts of: 

 Ethical governance 

 Rule of law 

 Social justice 

 Human rights 

6. Contemporary Relevance of Indian Knowledge Systems 

6.1 Sustainability and Environmental Ethics 

Indian philosophy advocates harmony between humans and nature. Concepts such as 

Ṛta and Vasudhaiva Kuṭumbakam (the world as one family) provide ethical 

foundations for sustainable development and environmental protection [10], [11]. 

6.2 Human Rights and Global Ethics 

IKS foregrounds dignity, compassion, and responsibility, offering a moral vocabulary 

that complements modern human rights discourse. Its communitarian orientation 

balances individual freedoms with social obligations [6], [12]. 
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7. Challenges and Critical Engagement 

Despite its richness, Indian Knowledge Systems face challenges such as 

misinterpretation, selective appropriation, and marginalization within global 

academia. A rigorous, critical, and interdisciplinary engagement is essential to 

integrate IKS meaningfully into contemporary scholarship without romanticization 

or dilution [12], [13]. 

8. Conclusion 

Indian Knowledge Systems in philosophy and religion represent a profound 

civilizational wisdom that integrates epistemology, ethics, and spiritual 

consciousness. Their holistic vision offers valuable insights for addressing 

contemporary ethical, social, and environmental crises. Recognizing IKS as a 

legitimate and complementary knowledge tradition can significantly enrich global 

philosophical and religious discourse. 
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