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Abstract 

Learning English as a second language (ESL) is crucial in our globalized world, 

yet it presents significant challenges. ESL learners face obstacles such as 

motivation, cultural differences, varying language input, and individual learning 

styles. Effective strategies, including technology integration and a supportive 

learning environment, are essential for success. A learner-centered approach is 

key to fostering language acquisition. Teaching English as a second or foreign 

language is both rewarding and demanding. In India, educators encounter 

difficulties such as overcrowded classrooms and students with inadequate 

foundational skills. Many learners struggle due to weak prior education, making 

it the teacher’s role to inspire enthusiasm for speaking, reading, writing, and 

understanding English. Education plays a vital role in personal and societal 

development, shaping character and bridging gaps between individual potential 

and societal expectations. In India, post-independence efforts have prioritized 

educational expansion, with a constitutional commitment to free and compulsory 

primary education (Article 45). Primary education is especially critical, as it lays 

the foundation for cognitive, emotional, and social growth, shaping a child’s 

future learning and development. 

 

 

Keywords: National Language Policy of Education, Learning/ Teaching English, 

Language Acquisition, Communication Theory, LSRW–Skills. 

 

 

Introduction 

English Language Teaching (ELT/ ELL) in India - A Survey 

The history of English language teaching (ELT) is linked with developments in 

many fields, especially in linguistics, applied linguistics, the psychology of 

http://www.uijmr.in/
mailto:uijmreditor@gmail.com%20%20Vol-2,Issue-2(Jan-Mar),2024
mailto:uijmreditor@gmail.com%20%20Vol-2,Issue-2(Jan-Mar),2024


Blue Science Publications          

United International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (UIJMR) 

An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal 

ISSN: 3048-6726    www.uijmr.in  Impact Factor: 5.446(SJIF) Vol-2,Issue-2                            

(April-June),2025 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

UIJMR JOURNAL 175 

 

learning, and education. ESL (English as a second language), ESOL (English for 

speakers of other languages), and EFL (English as a foreign language) all refer to 

the use or study of English by speakers of other languages. These terms are most 

commonly used in relation to teaching and learning English. ELT (English 

language teaching) is a widely used teacher-centered term, as in the English 

language teaching divisions of large publishing houses, ELT training, etc. The 

abbreviations TESL (Teaching English as a second language), TESOL (Teaching 

English for speakers of other languages), and TEFL (Teaching English as a 

foreign language) are also used. Other terms used in this field include EAL 

(English as an additional language), ESD (English as a second dialect), EIL 

(English as an International Language), ELF (English as a Ligua Franca), ESP 

(English for special purposes, or English as a Specific Purposes), EAP (English 

for Academic Purposes), and ELL (English Learner Language). A somewhat 

similar term, LEP (Limited English Proficiency), is also used in this field. 

 

ELT/ELL in India: A Brief Historical and Current Overview 

 

Earlier, only the upper classes and a few limited-size groups were seen using 

English in everyday life. The middle class reserved it for official purposes or 

those social occasions where they wished to leave an impression. The lower 

classes thought the use of English was beyond them, and since the government 

schools of India made no effort to teach any kind of spoken English, this category 

of people had no exposure to it. However, around the year 1995, the whole 

paradigm began to change. The liberalization of the economy led to the advent of 

multinationals, resulting in many developments like varied job opportunities that 

demanded a command of English, more English channels on television, an 

increasing number of English publications, and international lifestyles becoming 

tempting options. ELT in India has come a long way from the year 1880 when 

only 60% of primary schools used English as the medium for teaching. Up to 

1940, the grammar-translation method flourished and the spread of English 

remained confined to education and office circles, yet again in a haphazard 

manner. By 1970, structural linguistics started making its presence felt in Indian 

classrooms in the shape of drills and exercises. Around this time, all professional 

courses began to be taught in English, which had also become established as a 
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library language and a subject for independent study. As compared to its 

establishment as an autonomous subject in other English-as-first-language 

countries around 1940, ELT emerged as an autonomous subject in India as late 

as 1980. 

 

Similarly, the language laboratory also became a part of the ELT paradigm 

around 1985, as compared to the 1940s in these countries. CALI or Computer 

Assisted Language Instruction reached most classrooms in 1960, but it came to 

the Indian classroom around 1985; at present, in some places, it has evolved into 

CALL or Computer Assisted Language Learning. Both CALI and CALL have 

not been adopted widely due to the obvious constraints of finance and the 

typically Indian mindset that learning cannot take place without the presence of 

a human teacher. In the Indian context, Tickoo's distinction between CALI and 

CALL took on special significance. While it is true that multinationals, call 

centers, and some private institutes are encouraging CALL, it is CALI that has 

gained wider acceptance. 

 

Aims and Objectives of English Language Teaching/ Learning 

 

The aims of teaching English at the secondary stage encompass developing 

proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing, linguistic knowledge, and 

literary appreciation. Students should understand spoken English, distinguish 

sounds, follow articulation and intonation, and grasp meaning in context. They 

must speak correctly with proper pronunciation, stress, and varied sentence 

structures while presenting ideas logically. Reading skills should enable them to 

comprehend both silently and aloud, identify key details, interpret relationships 

between ideas, and infer the writer’s mood. Writing objectives include using 

correct grammar, punctuation, logical organization, and composing essays, 

letters, and reports while transforming sentences effectively. Additionally, 

students should gain linguistic knowledge, develop an interest in English media, 

participate in debates and creative writing, and appreciate literary beauty and 

stylistic devices in poetry and prose. Since objectives must evolve based on 

learner needs, societal demands, and expanding knowledge, continuous 

evaluation and adaptation are crucial. Traditionally, English teaching 
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overemphasized reading and writing while neglecting speech, with teachers 

focusing on talking about the language rather than using it. Prioritizing spoken 

English ensures students acquire correct speech forms and structures, making 

learning more dynamic and effective. 

 

Teaching of Communication Skills 

 

Art is something expressive, creative, original, and usually personal. English is 

an art subject in which imagination and personal taste are important. Skill is the 

ability to do something efficiently. For example, learning the proper spelling of a 

word is certainly a skill. Similarly, learning to speak, write, or read is are language 

skill. Language Skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing are not 

independent. They do interact closely. Loban (1976) has found that students with 

low abilities in oral language were also low in reading and writing. Similarly, 

students with adequate language abilities are good at Communication Skills. 

Major Skills in English are Oral Communication skills, Active Listening Skills, 

Reading and Writing Skills, Composition Skills, Spelling Skills, Pronunciation 

Skills, and Dictionary Skills. As English is a skill subject, the teacher should 

employ the following steps in Skill Instruction (Skill–based Teaching): Analyze 

the skill to be taught. Assess the entering behavior of the student. Provide training 

in component Skills. Describe and demonstrate sub-skill through instructional 

sequences. Provide, Contiguity, practice, and feedback to the student. Make the 

student autonomous in the Skill. I.5. a. Listening Skill: Listening is the 

fundamental skill of all four skills and it is a major skill of learning in the teaching 

and learning process. Listening skills are one of the important parts of 

communication processes. One should improve listening by concentration, 

patience, and interest in the subject and also pay attention to the body language, 

facial expressions, tone of voice, and gestures of the speaker. It will give the right 

perspective of the message. Listening is an art that can be mastered by practice. 

 

Importance of Listening Skills 

 

Listening Skill develops speaking skills in pupils. Through listening only one can 

understand others. Practice in listening to radio, TV, etc, develops listening 
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ability among students. It helps to pick up the various structures and vocabulary 

of the language and thus paves the way to acquire the language itself. 

 

Speaking Skill 

 

The importance of the art of speaking is now more vigorously felt than ever 

before. Whether one is an executive, an engineer, a doctor, a lawyer, a Software 

professional, a public relations practitioner, a journalist, an accountant, or a 

politician, he /she cannot be successful without knowing how to speak. 

Knowledge, confidence, and delivery are the basic elements of an effective 

speech and that requires training. 

 

Reading Skill 

 

Reading is a skill by itself, which requires aspirants to make simple changes in 

their approach to master their talent. For a better grip on communication and 

language skills, a student should give sufficient time for reading every day. This 

should be done daily so that the memory gets refreshed with the knowledge. The 

abilities involved in reading are Comprehension and Recognition of the syllabus. 

The two kinds of reading are Oral and Silent reading. 

Writing Skill 

 

Writing is one of the expressive skills to be developed in a language. Before 

attempting to write anything, the student should be familiar with the reading of 

that word or structure and their meaning. When the child can recognize meaning, 

then he can be asked to start writing. A person who can express himself in written 

English can: Write the letters of the alphabet at a reasonable speed. Spell the 

words correctly. Recall appropriate words and put them in sentences. Use 

appropriate punctuation marks. Link sentences with sentence correctors. Writing 

skill is above all -for communication, for conveying ideas and feelings from one 

mind to another mind. The hallmarks of good writing are the hallmarks of good 

communication. The skill of writing is developed through composition writing. 

There are two types of composition writing namely guided composition and free 
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composition. Though they have different teaching procedures, they aim to 

develop writing skills. 

ELT/ ELL Background in India 

 

Learning and teaching the English language in the Indian subcontinent has always 

been a huge challenge for both the students and the teachers. English is widely 

spoken all over the world, and in India, this language has taken over other Indian 

languages because of colonial rule. Later, this language became a part of the 

curriculum in various academic institutions and also became the primary 

language of communication especially among the elite class (Alam, 2020). 

Despite its popularity, the language experienced a few challenges in Punjab, and 

all these challenges were created by the native ruling power, through opposed the 

idea of making this language a medium of instruction and a primary language of 

communication. 

 

In our country, learning English symbolizes better culture, better intellect, and, 

in a way, better education and living. For most of the matters of the Judiciary, 

education, literature, and administration, English is mostly used. Undoubtedly, 

English is the most significant language in the country. English has the power of 

being the national language, which allows people all around our multilingual 

nation to communicate with each other with ease and convenience; besides that, 

it's the link language for international communication. Even though English is 

not the most spoken language in the world, it remains the official language in 

more than 53 countries and is also spoken as the first language by 450 million 

people across the globe. Besides that, English is the most common second 

language around the world. 

 

Learning the English language is important as it helps in your overall growth, 

gives you access to news and information, and provides apt career opportunities 

and communication skills in the modern world. It's considered the global lingua 

that allows people from across all countries to connect and communicate with 

each other. 50% of internet content is in English, thereby proving its supremacy 

over other languages. 
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The Government of India uses English for most of its communication, and this 

language and enshrined in our constitution. Besides that, English is also the 

official language in more than seven union territories and seven States and the 

official language in seven other states and one union territory. This language 

bridges all the communication gaps brought in by our regional languages and 

effortlessly evens out the differences, thus enabling effective communication. 

English also serves as the official language in more than 45 countries of the 

world. 

 

It's very important to know this language if you want to enter the Global 

workforce, as this is still the dominant language, and it is more of a necessity 

than a choice to learn this, as cross-border political, business, economic, and 

cultural communication happens in English.  Among the million movies 

produced and books published in the world, most of them are in English, hence 

knowledge of this language gives you access to a wealth of information and 

entertainment. 

 

Challenges Associated with Teaching English Language/ Learning in India 

 

Among several challenges associated with teaching the English language, the 

foremost problems faced by English teachers are phonetics and pronunciation. To 

a great extent, primarily understanding the language is also a challenge, just next 

to the rules of grammar, confusing sentence structures, complex tenses, and slang. 

The speech pace, accent, colloqialism, and sound detection also prevail partially. 

The existence of complicated rules and exceptions for a few makes it more 

complicated, and the mastery of the language is quite challenging. At times, 

English spoken by a non-native speaker becomes a challenge as it is hard to 

understand as it will be heavily accented. Learning idioms and phrases is also an 

ordeal, as the same words, if they are out of context, or their practical meaning 

does not mean the same. Lacking a conversation partner is also another challenge 

for those who know they may not English. The majority of commercial and 

private institutions have made this language compulsory and they play a major 

role in sensitizing this language. Teachers of these institutions have normalized 

conversing in this language and they also focused on the personal growth and 

http://www.uijmr.in/
mailto:uijmreditor@gmail.com%20%20Vol-2,Issue-2(Jan-Mar),2024
mailto:uijmreditor@gmail.com%20%20Vol-2,Issue-2(Jan-Mar),2024


Blue Science Publications          

United International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (UIJMR) 

An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Multidisciplinary Journal 

ISSN: 3048-6726    www.uijmr.in  Impact Factor: 5.446(SJIF) Vol-2,Issue-2                            

(April-June),2025 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

UIJMR JOURNAL 181 

 

development of the students by establishing an ‘English-speaking culture’ 

(Kumar and Agrawal, 2020). 

 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

 

After considering the significance of the English language in the modern world 

the tendency of the government to make this language compulsory cannot be 

denied. The language has exhibited immense credibility in conducting 

international business, and hence this language is often regarded as a 

‘professional’ medium of communication by the majority of the government and 

non-government and international bodies. Teachers with a B.Ed degree are more 

accustomed to English and hence their proficiency is also higher (Adhikari, 

2019). 

 

● To eradicate fear and timidity surrounding speaking in this language, all the 

students need to be encouraged to try conversing in this language. 

● Teachers need to arrange fun activities, workshops, and exhibitions to make 

this language common among the pupils. 

● More resources should be allocated by the educational institutions, and more 

opportunities must be created so that both the teachers and students can 

complete their tasks successfully. 

 

Education has an important role to play in the social life of an individual. It is 

through education that life progresses, improves, and develops. Education is 

indeed a progressive discovery of ignorance. It is a means to the development of 

character and usefulness in an individual. It is positive when the teacher or the 

educator can produce specific effects by definite actions, or when the acquisition 

of specific skills and particular knowledge is the aim. It is education, which 

bridges the gulf between the original nature of the immature child and the 

standards, customs, and demands of the society, which increases, with the growth 

of civilization. Education renews and rebuilds the social fabric and gives social 

consciousness. 
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India, with its hard-earned democracy, has paved a long way in the field of 

education. Of the many tasks, that India faced immediately after the attainment 

of independence, one of the stupendous tasks was the reconstruction and 

expansion of the system of education. The government of India is committed to 

providing free and compulsory primary education to all up to the age of 14 years 

under Article 45 of the Constitution. This has been reiterated in the National 

Policy of Education, 1968 and 1986. Primary education plays a vital role in 

making a child an educated individual. It is the most crucial period in the entire 

structure of education and has been recognized as an Endeavour of paramount 

importance. It is at this level that the entire growth and development of the mental 

and physical faculties of a child depend. It lays the foundation for the 

development of attitudes, habits, skills, and other necessary qualities. 

 

Childhood constitutes a very important part of the total life spectrum of human 

development. Education imparted at an early age has an immense bearing on the 

personality of the child. The personality of a man is molded right from the time 

he starts socializing, and this takes place most importantly/prominently when he 

enters school. The child of today is the citizen of tomorrow, and the strength of a 

nation lies in the education of its citizens. Hence, properly organized primary 

education is very important. It is language, more obviously than anything else, 

that distinguishes man from the rest of the animal world. At one time, it was 

common to define man as a thinking animal, but we can hardly imagine thought 

without words. More recently, man has often been described as a tool-making 

animal, but language itself is the most remarkable tool that man has invented and 

is the one that makes all others possible. A human language is a signaling system. 

As its materials, it uses vocal sounds. It is important to remember that basically, 

a language is something that is spoken; the written language is secondary and 

derivative. 
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